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Biotrial, a leading Contract Research Organisation and Biosit, an Academic Consortium made up of the 

University of Rennes I, the CNRS (French National Center of Scientific Research) and Inserm (the French 

National Institute of Health and Medical Research), have announced a plan to pool their expertise over the next 5 

years. This collaboration, based on the strong links between Biotrial and local academics, will accelerate research 

into new cellular and tissue models in Oncology Research. “We are very pleased to work with the Biosit team to 

develop a translational research project combining our operational and business expertise with Biosit’s academic 

know-how” outlines Meriam Djemai, Biotrial’s Scientific Director for Patient Studies and Head of Translational 

Oncology. The majority of the funds will be provided by Biotrial (on average, Biotrial invests 20-25% of its turnover 

into R&D projects) but may also come from national and international collaborative projects involving Biotrial and 

Biosit researchers. 

The LabCom Certification boosts Translational Oncology Research in Rennes 

The purpose of the LabCom program is to encourage key researchers to form new structured partnerships 

through the creation of "Joint Laboratories" - with common governance - between a private company and a 

research laboratory. “Within this organization, clinicians and academics will be able to discuss the relevance of 

developing certain models, but also the potential fit between these models and the needs of industry. This will 

allow us to offer innovative models to biotech and pharma sponsors, through the single interface which is our 

consortium” explained Francois Peaucelle, General Manager of Biotrial. Driven by the convergence of these key 

players, the Rennes research cluster has demonstrated expertise in various forms of cancers such as 

Lymphoma, Kidney, Melanoma, Breast, Liver and Glioblastoma, all pathologies with strong unmet 

medical needs. Examples of this collaboration include building links with hospitals in order to access tumour 

tissues and enable teams to grow primary cells on 3 dimensional structures, providing a more accurate 

representation of the clinical situation than that offered by standard models. The initiative taken by Biotrial and 

their partners will be officially recognized with the LabCom Certification as well as a €300,000 grant from the 

National Research Agency.  

 

About Biotrial 

Founded in 1989 and specializing in Early Development, Biotrial provides solutions from in-vivo pharmacology 
through early clinical development to proof of concept, bringing a wealth of expertise to the study design process. 
With locations in Rennes, Mulhouse (Basel area), London, Montreal and Newark, Biotrial’s service lines include 
Non-Clinical Pharmacology, Phase I, Patient Studies, Bioanalysis, ECG & Imaging Core Lab (QT/QTc Trials, 
Psychometric Testing, Imaging, EEG/PSG Assessment), Oncology, Data Management, Biostatistics, Medical 
Writing, Quality Assurance & Regulatory Affairs. 
 
About Biosit 

Located in Rennes, Biosit groups together researchers in biology and health sciences and is managed by Thierry 
Guillaudeux. It brings together 54 research teams and about 750 people from 12 research units. With14 core 
facilities, it also provides combined services recognized by the University of Rennes 1, the CNRS and Inserm. 

 




